Chairman’s Newsletter

May first of all thank the Area for their support in my election as your new Chairman.

It was a nail biting affair but now elected I hope to follow on the excellent work done by our out going Chairman David Etchells-Butler.

It is already promising to be a busy time for me as Chairman on the weekend of the AGM I travelled back from Kendal to be at the AGM.

Since then I have attended my first English Area Chairs meeting at Crick and flown to Belfast for the Northern Irish Open where 4 of our Area players  were in action.

More recently I attended an Inter-Club in Bungay run by Mark Purllant’s Black Dog Judo Club. A great little event it was nice to see young judoka from our Area trying competitive judo for the first time.

On the 23rd May I am running a Red belt Rumble and low Kyu Grade  event alongside the Area grading and your support would be appreciated. However, between now and our Red Belt Rumble I will be attending the British Open in Crawley and the High Wycombe masters where our Area players are competing.

This year has already seen our Area gain success at the VI World Championships in Turkey, the Commonwealth Tournament in Singapore and a World Cup in Prague with players we have financially supported. We have a healthy team of senior players and are looking to the National Teams in July. Sadly I think we will still struggle to make up Junior teams. But come along on the 23rd May after the competition if you would like to take part in the selection process (details on the area web site www.bjaeasternarea.co.uk) 

I intend to be very much an open Chairman and I am happy to hear from anyone with views or ideas on Area Development simply contact me.

Our already overworked team of referees and table officials could really do with support and even though we have new referees on the way through more are still needed. Anyone interested should contact Steve Harmer (again details on the area web site). I would add that gone are the days officials were thrown in at the deep end as Steve is going to process them gradually through closed events and as such create a structure to development

As this is a new term of office for the Chairman three vacancies occur those of Area Director of Examiner, Technical Director and Area Refereeing Representative. I have attached job descriptions for those who would be interested in applying for these positions.

Finally our next committee meeting in the 17th May (again web site) if there are any matters our members want raised drop me a line.

Denise Oates

Eastern Area Chairman

