The March Newsflash – Eastern Area
Dear colleagues
This will be my last newsflash to clubs in the Eastern Area, as I have decided not to seek re-election as your Area Chairman. My decision is entirely personal and has nothing to do with Judo. 

I am happy to be leaving the Area in a very strong position. We currently have a secure financial base and we have a sound Development Plan which will integrate into the wider BJA plan in due course. 

I have served on the Area Committee for many years, as a committee member, as Area Secretary and for the last 6 years, as your Chairman. I believe I have worked hard for the Area during that time and I have always tried to promote our sport. In recent years I have served on the National Promotions Commission, The English Areas Chairs and Commonwealth Commission, The Conduct and Complaints Panel and as a member of the BJA Council. I have also been the Area Director of Examiners for the past seven years. Through these committees I have promoted the Eastern Area and believe that I have made a contribution to the increased reputation of our Area around the country.

One of the things I have been most proud of is the investment of money into our players who have considerable potential. This has paid off with the superb development of people like Colin Oates, Emma Paflin, Jonathan Drane, Tom Turner and Nicholas Pickerill, to name but a few. There are others, of course, I am pleased to say. I hope the new committee will continue to support this philosophy, as they have up until this point. 
I want to publicly thank all those people who have continued to support me during recent years. They know who they are!

The next Area Chairperson

Finally, having spent such a long time working for the Area I am of course concerned that the Area continues from strength to strength. There will be an election for the new Area Chairman this year. I strongly urge you to support Denise Oates, who I believe will be the best Chairperson for the future. I have worked with her for several years and have absolute confidence in her ability. If you are unable to attend the AGM on 21st March, then send your proxy vote to Colin Fordham as soon as possible and support Denise.
David Etchells-Butler

Eastern Area Chairman
