Dear All,

The Board of Directors of the BJA are proposing that the Area structure for England be changed to a system based on Regions. These regions would match the current Sport England regions. At present, the BJA work with Sport England, a major fund provider, along a regional basis and at present, a number of Areas cross through the regional boundaries. This causes all sorts of problems, not least for the employees of the BJA, who work within the Sport England regional boundaries. Under the proposal, the Area known as the Northern Home Counties would cease to exist and its members would be redistributed. As a consequence, the Eastern Area, which would be called the Eastern Region, would double in membership, with clubs rising from 38 to 78.

 Below is a list of the proposed new clubs to become part of the Eastern Region. I have attached another document to this May Newsflash, which provides details of the other Regions and some points which explains why the changes are necessary. We are currently undertaking a consultation period and I should be happy if your club could give me some feedback on your views about this proposed change. Clearly, there will be some considerable implications for our Area. Personally, I believe it to be an exciting change for the future and one which can only strengthen our Area and provide us with an equal status with other English Areas, increased funding, more variety of players, clubs, competitions, courses and coaches. 

The Board has also proposed a new model constitution, which would be the same for each Region. When will all this take place? At my last meeting of the English Chairs it seemed to me that the change would be fairly quick, although no timescale was confirmed. My own view is that it will be discussed at the next BJA AGM in November and probably be activated in early 2010, depending on how the transition is organised. However, judging by other changes that have happened over the last few years, it could happen even sooner. In reality, the Board does not need the approval of the Areas in order to proceed. Please let me know what you see as the advantages and disadvantages of this proposal. The next Area Committee meeting is in early June and I have another English Chairs meeting on the 4th July. I may well know more after this latter meeting. I should be grateful if you would discuss this in your club and send me some feedback.

With my hat on as Area Director of Examiners, may I congratulate all clubs on the fantastic way you have all embraced the new grading system. The Eastern Area has been one of the best Areas in the country regarding grading statistics. The increased funding to our Area has been significant and that is down to the very hard work of the coaches and examiners within your clubs. The Eastern Area has been used as an example to other Areas as to the delivery of the new grading system. Well done everyone and keep it up please!!! Please pass this message on to all coaches and indeed, the players.

Plese note that the Newsletter contained a few errors. Firstly, the event on the 21st June will be a Senior event: The Multi-Nations and this will be followed by a Competitive Dan grading for 1st Kyu s and above. There appears to be a clash on 29th November 2009. I have asked Dave Southby if we can change the date of the Tech. Conference…..watch this space and we will confirm the date asap. Please encourage all your 1st Kyu s and above to attend the 21st Grading.

David Etchells-Butler

Area Chairman

Eastern Region Clubs: proposed

SLAND JUDO CLUB CANVEY NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

OLYMPIC JUNIOR JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

ST MICHAELS JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

STEVENAGE JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

V & E (CHESHUNT) JUDOKWAI NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

WELWYN GARDEN CITY NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

J.S.C. JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

HITCHIN JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

HARLOW JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN BRONZE

MALDON JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

ST MARGARETS SCHOOL JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

IRUKA JUDOKWAI NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

WIVENHOE JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

WICKFORD JUDO RYU NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

CHELMSFORD JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

EAST HERTS JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

CENTRAL PARK JUDOKWAI CHELMSFORD NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

STEBBING JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

KALLAKI JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

KAMIKO (CHELMSFORD) NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

KAMIKO (BURNHAM) NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

THE STOTFOLD JUNIOR JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

BUSHI JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

KAMIKO (SOUTHMINSTER) NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

SOUTHEND JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN BRONZE

JU HAKUDA JUDOKWAI NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

KIAI JUDOKWAI (CLACTON) NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

HARWICH JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

WALTON ON THE NAZE JUNIOR JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

CLACTON JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN SILVER

HATFIELD JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

KIAI JUDOKWAI (MISTLEY) NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

SAMURAI JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

AKITAS SOUTHEND JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

AKITAS BARLING MAGNA JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

AKITAS RAYLEIGH JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

WEST ESSEX JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

THE MILL JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES ESSEX EASTERN

GARSTON JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

ST ALBANS JUDO CLUB NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES HERTFORDSHIRE EASTERN

MELBOURN JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

KUMO JUDO CLUB (THETFORD) EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

THOMAS DEACON JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

BURWELL JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

KUMO JUDO CLUB (DISS) EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

HAVERHILL JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

IPSWICH JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN SILVER

NORWICH PREMIER JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN BRONZE

STOWMARKET JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

SAFFRON WALDEN JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

ST NEOTS JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

WYMONDHAM JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

PHOENIX JUDO KWAI EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

CHATTERIS JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

RAMSEY JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

LITTLEPORT JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

COMBERTON JUDO CLUB EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

GOSHINDO JUDO KAI EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

COLCHESTER JUDO CLUB EASTERN ESSEX EASTERN BRONZE

HOLLESLEY JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN BRONZE

KUMO JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN BRONZE

TORA JUDO KWAI (BOTTISHAM) EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

TORA JUDO KWAI (CHESTERTON) EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

TORA JUDO KWAI (ELLESMERE) EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

TORA JUDO KWAI (COTTENHAM) EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN

WYMONDHAM COLLEGE JUDO KWAI EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

RENKEIDO JUDO KWAI EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN BRONZE

SEN‐RYU JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

HAPPIDOJO EASTERN CAMBRIDGESHIRE/PETERBOROU EASTERN BRONZE

HARLESTON JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

BARNADISTON JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

MORETON HALL JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

STOWMARKET SCHOOL JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

MARHAM JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

ICENI JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

FIGHTING FIT JUDO CLUB EASTERN NORFOLK EASTERN

BLACK DOG JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

FELIXSTOWE JUDO CLUB EASTERN SUFFOLK EASTERN

David Etchells-Butler

Area Chairman

TOTAL INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS IN EASTERN NEW MODEL = 2790
