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To Eastern Area members,

Message from the Chairman

Breaking news…. Colin Oates has just been selected to represent Great Britain in the European Championships this April. This is fantastic news for him and the Area. We wish him  the best of luck. Congratulations also to Charlotte Oates, who is about to get married to Sam, in Las Vegas next week. 

In the future, we will be sending out the main Eastern Area Newsletter via the email system. This will give club secretaries the opportunity to copy the Newsletter to all their club members and hopefully our communications will be improved. Our website, which has been in operation for some time now is also a means of communication that members should look at. 

I have a number of issues to report on in this newsflash. Firstly, you may not be aware but from 2009, Players for the Junior National Championships will have to be selected by their Area. I actually spoke at the BJA AGM about 3 years ago putting forward a resolution to have selections for the National. Nice to see that the BJA has changed its mind. As a result, The Eastern Area will be holding a selection trial on September 13th at Thetford. An entry form will be sent out by Denise Oates in the near future. 

Don’t forget that we are holding the AGM on Saturday, 14th March in Thetford. All the paperwork was sent out by Colin Fordham, our Area Secretary. I hope you will make every effort to come. Like last year, we will be holding an Awards Ceremony after the AGM, followed by a Buffet. This event was very successful last year and it is our way of recognising and rewarding people who work so hard in the Eastern Area year in year out. Award winners have been invited to the ceremony and we look forward to meeting them and their families. Only a few clubs nominated people for the awards and this made the choice of winner very limited. Please nominate people in your club for next year and see their efforts recognised.

Gradings at club level are going very well and we are one of the top Areas in the country for developing the new system. I should like to formally thank David Horton-Jones, National Director of Examiners for all his work in the Area. As you know, I plan to hold a Competitive Dan grading every 2 months, following a competition in the morning. In February we held a Novice to 3rd mon competition and this was successful. The next Area grading will be on April 19th and the competition will be for Yellow and Orange belts so watch out for the entry form. On 21st June, at the following grading, there will be a Multi Nations Veterans Competition. This proved very popular last time we ran it so get your veterans to enter. On October 25th there will be another Competitive Dan grading and the competition this time will be the Eastern Area Prize Fight. Look out for this entry form in due course.  As a new development regarding Dan gradings, I hope to provide the opportunity of a Dan grading following the Littleport Championship in November 2009. If your club wants me to hold a Dan grading after your event, then please contact me direct.

The Area Committee is committed to supporting players with potential and we have supported a number of players in recent years, notably, Colin Oates. If you have a player who is in need of support, then apply to the Committee and we will look at each case on an individual basis. In addition, there is funding in the BJA Trust for players in need and you should apply through the Eastern Area. 

Yours in Judo, 

David Etchells-Butler. Eastern Area Chairman. 
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