February Newsflash  British Judo Association – Eastern Area

Message from the Chairman – David Etchells-Butler

There are a number of things I would like to flag up with you and I hope you will copy and pass this attachment on to relevant players in your club.

New Promotion System

This has been operating for nearly a year now and I should be interested to receive any comments from you regarding how it has gone in your club. The Promotions Commission, of which I am a member, will be conducting a yearly review of the new system shortly after April 09. Some of the possible areas of discussion will be reducing the amount of Japanese terminology required to be learnt, possible fast tracking, do we have too many techniques to learn, should blue and brown belts be graded at an Area grading and quality control. I would welcome your input so I can take your views to this important Commission meeting.

Club Membership fees

Just a quick reminder to clubs that they must get their membership fees paid for 2009 as soon as possible. I believe a number of Eastern Area clubs still need to pay. Remember, if you are not a fully paid up member, your insurance becomes invalid and this could have serious implications. Has your club paid?

Eastern Area AGM 2009

You will have received the paperwork for this years AGM, which is on 14th March at Thetford. Please make every effort to attend or send a representative. As last year we will be holding an Awards Ceremony for members of the Eastern Area. Last year was very successful and we are very keen to reward those who have made a special contribution to the Area. Paperwork for this went out before Christmas. Have you sent a nomination to the Area Secretary? If not, it is not too late, we will still accept nominations….Have you got a volunteer in your club who deserves recognition? Nominate them!!

Next Gradings for 1st Kyu and above ( competitive )

The dates for the next 3 gradings are :  22nd Feb, 19th April, 21st June. at Thetford.

We will be holding a grading every 2 months for 1st Kyu and above and in the morning there will be a competition for different sections. There will be no grading in August but the next will probably be in September and November 09. It is likely that the first grading in 2010 will be in January. Watch this space or look on the Area Website….

Changes for the Future

There are some considerable changes planned for the future by the BJA and much of this is outlined in their new Development Plan (an 80 page document )  Fortunately the BJA has been promised  £10.2 million pounds over the next 4 years. Our Area will benefit by getting its own Development Officer to help clubs. At the moment, the present person has such a wide area to cover that he has had little impact in the East.

Finally  Any problems, email me  etchellsbutler@btinternet.com   or phone me on 01359231673

